I PAID 
CAREFUL 
ATTENTION TO 
THE ONIGARI- 
NO-RYUUOU 
SWORD... 


| 
Á 
te 

== I STARTED 

LOOKING 

FOR IT THE 

MOMENT I 

BEGAN 
LOOPING, 


DISCOVERED 
IT HIDDEN IN 
THE RITUAL 

STOREHOUSE. 


RIKA WAS 50 
CONFUSED AND 
BUSY DEALING 
WITH HER 
SITUATION SHE 
DIDN'T EVEN 
HAVE TIME TO 
SEARCH FOR IT. 


MAYBE 
HANYUU-SAN 
NEVER EVEN 

TOLD HER 
ABOUT IT 

IN THE 

FIRST PLACE. 


ШЕ 


seres 


...IT 
CAN'T... 


...BE USED 
ANYMORE? 


BUT 
SINCE YOU 
CAN NEVER 

BE TOO = 
SURE HOW = = 
THINGS MAY / =: THE HOLY 


PLAY OUT... : = SWORD HAS 
BEEN IN AY 
HANDS EVERY 
SINGLE LOOP 
SINCE THEN, 


SURE SHE d 
SINGLE COULDN'T 2-5 I’M CERTAIN 
BROKEN SLAY HERSELF == Gen 
FRAGMENT TO BREAK OUT P | 
OF THE OF THESE Есе 
SWORD LOOPS, I SUNK Z | 
ON HAND. IT TO THE Еее 
BOTTOM OF E 
ONIGAFUCHI 
SWAMP. 


ЇЇ! 


I LOCKED 
IT AWAY ІМА 
I HAVENT PLACE THAT 
HAD AN COULD 
OCCASION BE ONLY 
TO USE IT... OPENED 
WITH THIS Š 
KEY OF 2 $ I WAS 
ON TOP OF MINE. ESPECIALLY 
THAT, I HID ° 5 CAUTIOUS 
IT INSIDE A WHILE 
DICTIONARY HANDLING 
TUCKED AWAY IT. 
BEHIND OTHER 
THINGS... 


RIKA DIES 
IN EVERY 
LOOP 
WITHOUT | TMADE no 
KNOWIN 
ANYTHING, Е MISTAKES 
ACTIONS. 


AND SHE 
HAS TO 

START THE 

DESPITE E NEXT LOOP 
THAT... WITHOUT 
UNDER- 
STANDING 
ANYTHING. 


: 


урни 


... ALREADY 
KNEW WHAT 
YOU WERE 
DOING... 


--І 
THINK YOU 
REALIZE... 


AND e Р S 
IN ALL SLEEPING = 
SIDE BY 
a Sie 
NOR ONE: WE WERE 
NOT ONE 
pE HER TOGETHER, 
TIPPED 
ME OFF 


TO THAT. 


++. I DIDN'T 

NOTICE ANY 
INKLING 

OF THAT... 


RIKA WAS = 
SMILING AT Ssg 
ME THE 
SAME AS 
ALWAYS. = >= 


MUCH LESS 
HAVE THE 
TIME TO DO 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT ІТ... 


IT'S 
ABSURD. 


МУ 
OTHER 
BEST FRIEND, 
WHO WORKED 
50 HARD FOR 
ME... 


THIS SWORD 
FRAGMENT 
ISN'T SOME- 
THING THAT 
SHE COULD'VE 
FOUND EASILY... 


IT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE, 
UNLESS SHE 

ALREADY 
KNEW... 


INDEED, 
YOU DID 
KILL ME 

RIGHT 
AFTER- 
WARDS... 


mai 


I'D BE 
ABLE TO 
INHERIT 
ALL MY 
MEMORIES. 


IN THAT 
FRAGMENT 
WHERE YOU 

WERE EX- 
POSED... 


THAT GIRL, 
SHE USED 
UP THE LAST 
OF HER 
STRENGTH. 


LOSE THE 
MEMORIES 
FROM RIGHT 
BEFORE THE 
MOMENT OF 
MY DEATH... 


THAT'S 

..«THAT Ñ == = = WHY, EVER 

Youve - SINCE THEN, 
BEEN Ç I'VE BEEN 


LOOPING. 2 2 ABLE TO 
å — = —Ç REMEMBER... 


М 


CG 


h. 
inn: 


din 
|, 


THE 
WHOLE TIME, 
I COULD 
NEVER 
UNDER- 
STAND... 


++ WHY 
YOU WERE 
DOING ALL 

THIS... 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 
I COULD 
EVER GIVE 
UP... 


AND 
MY OWN 
SLENDER 
LEGS... 


ALL I 
COULD DO 
WAS JUST 

KEEP 

STRUGGLING 
FORWARD... 


THE 
STRENGTH 
TO KEEP 
FIGHTING, 


AND THE 
COURAGE 
TO STAND 


THOSE 
ARE THE 
THINGS I 
LEARNED 
FROM MY 
FRIENDS. 


KEPT A 
FLAME HIDDEN 
INSIDE ME FOR 

THE SAKE OF 
THOSE DAYS... 


IF 
YOU'D 
NOTICED, 
IT’D ALL BE 


AND KEPT 
PRETENDING 
TO BE 
MYSELF... 


І 
REACHED UNTIL, 
THE POINT 
WHERE I 
COULD 
PHYSICALLY 
SUBDUE 
YOU... 


++. SINCE 
THAT DAY... 


KEPT 
INVESTIGATING 
WHAT YOU'D 
BEEN DOING... 
y 
CONTINUED 
TESTING 
YOUR 
MOVE- 
MENTS... 


GREAT MANY 
COINCIDENCES 
AND MIRACLES 

CONTRIBUTED 
TOO... 


LITTLE BY 


PROGRESS, 


THROUGH 
127 
FRAGMENTS. 


RIKA 
WAS 
ALWAYS, 


ALWAYS, 


KEEPING 
THAT UP... 


-AN 
INCREDIBLE 
LENGTH OF 

TIME... 


AS 
COUNT- 
LESS 
CORPSES 
PILED UP, 


SHEDDING 
BLOOD, 
HERSELF. 


DESPITE 
THAT, 


SHE 
KEPT ON 
THINKING 

OF... 
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